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STATE OF DELAWARE 

Child Death, Near Death and Stillbirth Commission 

 
FINAL MINUTES  

 

Meeting Date and Time: May 13, 2015 at 1:00 PM 
 

Meeting Location: Appoquinimink State Service Center in Middletown, DE 

In Attendance: 

Commissioners: 
Ms. Margaret Rose Agostino 

Ms. Aleks Casper 
Mr. Malcolm Cochran 
Dr. Garrett H. C. Colmorgen, Chair 

Ms. Mary Ann Crosley 

Ms. Tania Culley, Esquire 

Dr. Gerard Gallucci 

Mr. Mawuna Gardesey 

Ms. Marjorie Hershberger 

Judge Joelle Hitch 

Dr. Vicky Kelly 

Ms. Deborah Alioto Miller 

Ms. Janice Mink 

Cpl. Adrienne Owen 

Ms. Allison Reardon 

Dr. Philip Shlossman 

LT. Teresa Williams 

 

 

Others: CDNDSC Staff: 

Ms. Rosalie Morales Ms. Anne Pedrick 

Ashlee Starratt Ms. Angela Birney 

Ms. Courtney Rapone 
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I. Call to Order 
Dr. Garrett H. C. Colmorgen called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM and introductions were 

made. 

 

II. Old Business 
a. Minutes. The general meeting minutes from February 20, 2015, were accepted without 

change. 

 

III. New Business 
a. Approve new CAN Panel member. The Executive Director introduced a new potential 

Child Abuse/Neglect (CAN) Panel member Julia Vekasy. Julia Vekasy was referred to 

the CAN panel by Jen Donahue. Due to Marjorie Hershberger taking on more of a role 

with the Sudden Death in the Young registry, she has stepped down from the CAN Panel. 

Julia Vekasy is an ideal candidate as her specialty is in pediatric death investigation. She 

currently works in the ER as a forensic nurse at A.I. duPont Hospital. Upon motion duly 

made and seconded, it was unanimously decided to approve Julia Vekasy as a new CAN 

Panel member. 

 

b. Executive Director Report. The Executive Director discussed the status of all cases and 

presented a spread sheet to explain case status in better detail. The Executive Director 

stated that this is a work in progress and suggestions are solicited. CDNDSC is currently 

working with the Office of the Child Advocate to enter information into the Child 

Abuse/Neglect Database. 

 A process subcommittee was convened in March 2015. A few ideas were discussed 

on how to streamline the process at the CAN Panel. One improvement is displaying 

the recommendations on a large screen to edit the recommendations during the 

meeting. In addition, the Executive Director reached out to certain panel members 

regarding feedback and ideas for improvement at the CAN panel. During these 

discussions, expectations were also discussed with certain members. The meetings 

have been extended from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM with lunch provided to reduce 

backlog. The minutes are being sent out by the Child Death Review Specialist a week 

in advance. This ensures the panel members are able to respond with any edits in 

advance, so it does not take up valuable CAN Panel review time. 

 The Executive Director has been working with the Executive Committee and will be 

meeting with them monthly to discuss agency improvements and process 

improvements. 

 The Executive Director is also working with the Allison Reardon on the Department 

of Professional Regulation policy. 

 A letter of support for House Bill 90 was distributed to the legislature. This bill 

requires suicide prevention awareness education training in the schools. CDNDSC 

has made this as a recommendation in several previous suicide cases. 

 The CDNDSC Office Manager has met with the Judiciary Information Center (JIC) 

to update the CDNDSC website. Currently, JIC is unable to make any changes due to 

their work with the government information center to update the court websites for a 

common, user friendly look. JIC will not make CDNDSC’s changes until the entire 

Judiciary changes are completed. A facebook page will be developed to promote the 

Delaware Cribs for Kids program. 

 Delaware is the first state in the country to have all of the birthing hospitals certified 

by the National Cribs for Kids Hospital Infant Safe Sleep Certification Program. At 
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the National Cribs for Kids conference, Marjorie Hershberger was presented  an award 

for this state-wide certification and to recognize Christiana Care Health Services and 

A.I. duPont Hospital for Children as Gold certification status. 

 

c. SDY Panel. One meeting was conducted and Marjorie Hershberger provided training to the 

Panel. Four cases are currently in SDY caseload; one case was reviewed and will be sent to 

the Commission upon approval of minutes from that meeting. The Center for Disease 

Control (CDC) will be coming to Delaware to do a site visit to oversee the work of the panel. 

 

d. Legislation. The pending House Bill 136 was distributed and discussed with the 

Commission. This bill, if passed, would transfer the CAN panel to the purview of the 

Child Protection Accountability Commission (CPAC). The Office of the Child Advocate 

(OCA), as staff to CPAC, is staffed with attorneys whereas CDNDSC is not. This places 

CDNDSC at a disadvantage in terms of investigation these cases. OCA has also been 

successful in developing a legion of approximately 450 volunteer lawyers. The legislation as 

currently drafted would authorize those volunteer lawyers if ever needed to help with the 

investigation phase of the CAN process. The thought was expressed that the better home 

for the CAN Panel would be CPAC. In researching this topic, there had been discussion 

in 2004, deciding where the CAN Panel should be housed, whether it should be at 

CDNDSC or CPAC. If the bill passes, CPAC staff will develop a plan with CDNDSC to 

collaborate and make a smooth transition. 

 

IV. Updates 

 

a. Delaware Healthy Mother and Infant Consortium (DHMIC) Update 

 The DHMIC is continuing their initiatives on Infant Safe Sleep. 

 The DHMIC continues to experience challenges with the breastfeeding messages as 

breastfeeding partners are negating the safe sleep message. Although breastfeeding is a 

protective factor in safe sleep, bed-sharing while breastfeeding removes that protective 

factor. It is important to express the importance of both messages and to encourage 

room-sharing rather than bed-sharing. 
 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously decided to approve the Maternal Mortality 

Review report. 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously decided to exit Executive Session. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously decided to adjourn the meeting at 3:03 PM. 


